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In April 2015, Colorado State University 
opened its Todos Santos Center, the 

university’s fi rst international center to 
house ongoing teaching, research, and 
service programs aimed at addressing world 
problems and cultivating CSU students as 
well-prepared global citizens.

The Center provides vital hands-on learning 
for students in CSU’s Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine Program – especially those interested 
in international veterinary medicine and global 
One Health, which integrates human, animal, 
and environmental health.

The DVM Program now o� ers regularly 
scheduled externships for veterinary 
students. Each 10-day rotation focuses on 
service learning and includes training in 
livestock handling and production; surgical 
experience at free spay-neuter clinics for 

dogs and cats in local communities; and 
a variety of community outreach. While 
providing veterinary care, students gain 
lasting cultural knowledge.

The externships are o� ered in 
partnership with Universidad Autonoma de 
Baja California Sur (UABCS), a university 
in La Paz, Mexico, with its own veterinary 
training program. This o�  cial veterinary 
collaboration – among several partnerships 
established through the Todos Santos 
program – enhances learning and program 
stability to benefi t CSU students and local 
communities. 

The exchange of knowledge and 
experience will grow in spring 2017, when 
Colorado State’s DVM Program begins 
hosting UABCS veterinary students on the 
Fort Collins campus. 

Through externships in Baja California Sur, Mexico, 
veterinary students improve surgical skills, gain 
cultural literacy, contribute to local communities, and 
are immersed in the challenges and opportunities of 
international veterinary medicine.
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For more information, visit todossantos.colostate.edu
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“I had an incredible 
small-animal surgical 
experience. My skills 
developed leaps and 
bounds. The diversity 
of teachers makes the 
experience great, as 
private practice, CSU, 
and Mexican veterinary 
school techniques are 
all shared.” 

—CSU veterinary student

“International experience is invaluable 
for broadening our horizons not only 
as future doctors, but also in being 
decent human beings. This trip helped 
me to better understand veterinary 
medicine outside the community I’m 
accustomed to.”   —CSU veterinary student

“The program taught 
me about the real world 
outside CSU’s state-
of-the-art hospital. 
It’s important to know 
extremes and fi gure out 
where you fi t in to that. 
Above all, it’s important 
to know that the 
spectrum is OK – there 
often is not just one 
right answer.”     
 
—CSU veterinary student

For more information, visit todossantos.colostate.edu
Dr. Danielle Straatmann, Director of International Student Experiences, CSU Doctor of Veterinary Medicine Program 

danielle.straatmann@colostate.edu

We welcome inquiries from CSU veterinary alumni interested in donating or volunteering!
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Canino (CEMAC), a 
municipal animal shelter
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are conducting research in 
livestock health and tick-borne 

disease in partnership with 
Centro de Investigaciones 

Biologicas del Noroeste (CIBNOR)
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